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Egypt?s Queen?or, as she would prefer to be remembered, King?Hatchepsut
ruled over an age of peace, prosperity, and remarkable architectural achievement
(c. 1490 b.c.). Had she been born a man, her reign would almost certainly have
been remembered for its stable government, successful trade missions, and the
construction of one of the most beautiful structures in the world?the Deir el-Bahri
temple at Luxor. After her death, however, her name and image were viciously
attacked, her monuments destroyed or usurped, her place in history
systematically obliterated. At last, in this dazzling work of archaeological and
historical sleuthing, Joyce Tyldesley rescues this intriguing figure from more
than two thousand years of oblivion and finally restores the female pharaoh to
her rightful prominence as the first woman in recorded history to rule a nation.
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Egypt?s Queen?or, as she would prefer to be remembered, King?Hatchepsut ruled over an age of peace,
prosperity, and remarkable architectural achievement (c. 1490 b.c.). Had she been born a man, her reign
would almost certainly have been remembered for its stable government, successful trade missions, and the
construction of one of the most beautiful structures in the world?the Deir el-Bahri temple at Luxor. After her
death, however, her name and image were viciously attacked, her monuments destroyed or usurped, her
place in history systematically obliterated. At last, in this dazzling work of archaeological and historical
sleuthing, Joyce Tyldesley rescues this intriguing figure from more than two thousand years of oblivion and
finally restores the female pharaoh to her rightful prominence as the first woman in recorded history to rule a
nation.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Egyptian Queen Hatchepsut, who died in 1482 B.C. after more than 20 years of peaceful rule, proclaimed
herself pharaoh during her reign. She depicted herself, in temple paintings, as a man who hunted, fished and
even sported the pharaoh's hallmark false beard. Was she, then, as many historians have speculated, a cross-
dresser or merely power-hungry and eager to outshine the half-brother whom she married, King Tuthmosis
II? There's absolutely no evidence to suggest she "came out" as a transvestite, concludes English archeologist
Tyldesley, and the fact that Hatchepsut retained her female name "suggests that she did not see herself as
wholly, or even partially, male." In this highly conjectural biography, Hatchepsut emerges as a conformist
queen consort who, once her husband died, blossomed as a pragmatic ruler, bringing Egypt an oasis of stable
government, impressive architectural restoration and adventurous foreign trade and exploration from
Phoenicia to Sinai. This biography will be of interest primarily to specialists. Illustrated.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
An absorbing scholarly biography, based on a meticulous review of the archaeological record, of a
remarkable woman who ruled as pharaoh for 20 years in Egypt's Eighteenth Dynasty (c. 1490 b.c.). Although
an important pharaoh whose rule was notable for internal order and other significant achievements,
Hatchepsut has suffered, Tyldesley (Archaeology/Liverpool Univ.) argues, from an unjust obscurity, born
mostly from her enemies' determined efforts to obliterate her memory and from a consequent paucity of
archaeological evidence about her. The daughter of Tuthmosis I and widowed by her half-brother and
husband, Tuthmosis II, Hatchepsut became queen regent for the infant Tuthmosis III, whose mother was a
member of the royal harem. As Tyldesley relates, Hatchepsut was a model regent at first, but in the seventh
year of the reign she became pharaoh, assuming the title King of Egypt (there was no term for queen) and
taking on the symbolic masculine aspects of her role, including the traditional false beard. Tyldesley
contends that, contrary to a common interpretation, Hatchepsut's behavior was not that of an obsessed
power-grabber, but of a typical pharaoh; she allowed Tuthmosis III to obtain the traditional pharaonic
military education, she ruled with him as co-regent, and her long rule was characterized by economic
prosperity and extensive monument-building, the traditional preoccupations of New Kingdom monarchs.
Tyldesley argues that evidence of military conquest during Hatchepsut's reign is slender and questionable,
but asserts that there were solid achievements in the realms of trade and exploration. The author speculates
on the relationship between the queen and Senenmut, one of several brilliant administrators who made her
reign possible. Finally, Tyldesley concludes that Hatchepsut died a natural death (in contrast to arguments
that Tuthmosis III orchestrated her death). Tyldesley works closely from surviving texts and fragmentary
monuments to recreate vividly an outstanding woman of the ancient past. -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Joyce Tyldesley, holder of a doctorate from Oxford University, is Honorary Research Fellow at the School
of Archaeology, Classics, and Oriental Studies at Liverpool University, England. She is the author of
Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh and Daughters of Isis: Women of Ancient Eygpt.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thomas Paris:

The ability that you get from Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh is a more deep you digging the information
that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh instantly.

Corinna Edwards:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Hatchepsut: The
Female Pharaoh, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Susan Demar:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh.

Victor Elias:

This Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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