
Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American
Sign Language

By Scott K. Liddell

Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language By Scott K.
Liddell

In the sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward
things or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. Such
spatial uses of signs are an obligatory part of fluent grammatical signing. There is
no parallel for this in vocally produced languages. This book focuses on
American Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes
served by these directional signs and demonstrates a remarkable integration of
grammar and gesture in the service of constructing meaning.
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In the sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward things or can be meaningfully
placed in the space ahead of the signer. Such spatial uses of signs are an obligatory part of fluent
grammatical signing. There is no parallel for this in vocally produced languages. This book focuses on
American Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes served by these directional
signs and demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
meaning.
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Editorial Review

Review
Liddell's "...non-polemical and carefully reasoned argumentation is a welcome relief in an overheated
field...The lucidity of presentation and the cogency of the new analyses lead the reader into exploring rich
new territory, rather than into quarrels about assessments of established domains. In the end, I expect that
readers of various theoretical persuasions will have a number of "aha experiences" as they slowly come to
understand and appreciate [Liddell's] re-mapping of the territory. This is a major contribution to sign
language linguistics, and to linguistics generally."
Dan I. Slobin, University of California, Berkeley, Language

About the Author
Scott K. Liddell is Professor of Linguistics and Program Coordinator for the Linguistics Program at
Gallaudet University, Washington DC. His publications include American Sign Language Syntax (1980),
and he is also the author of nearly 40 articles and chapters relating to sign language grammar and the use of
sign language in educating deaf students.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

The book Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American
Sign Language. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Mark Dunn:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Albert Christensen:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just



laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign
Language can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Nettie Powers:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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