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The term 'feminized counsel' denotes the advice associated with and spoken by
women characters. This book demonstrates that rather than classify women's
voices as an opposite against which to define masculine authority, late medieval
vernacular poets embraced the feminine as a representation of their subordination
to kings, patrons, and authorities. The works studied include Gower's Confessio
Amantis, Chaucer's Legend of Good Women and Melibee, and English
translations of Christine de Pizan's Epistre Othea. To advise readers, these texts
draw on the politicized genre of mirrors for princes. Whereas Latin mirrors such
as the Secretum secretorum and Giles of Rome's De regimine principum
represented women as inferior, weak, and detrimental to masculine authority,
these vernacular texts break traditional expectations and portray women as
essential and authoritative political counsellors.

By considering Latin and French sources, historical models of queens'
intercessions, and literary models of authoritative female personifications, this
study explores the woman counsellor as a literary topos that enabled poets to
criticize, advise, and influence powerful readers. Feminized Counsel elucidates
the manner in which vernacular poets concerned with issues of counsel, mercy,
and power identified with fictional women's struggles to develop authority in the
political sphere. These women counsellors become enabling models that
paradoxically generate authority for poets who also lack access to traditionally
recognized forms of intellectual or literary authority.
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The term 'feminized counsel' denotes the advice associated with and spoken by women characters. This book
demonstrates that rather than classify women's voices as an opposite against which to define masculine
authority, late medieval vernacular poets embraced the feminine as a representation of their subordination to
kings, patrons, and authorities. The works studied include Gower's Confessio Amantis, Chaucer's Legend of
Good Women and Melibee, and English translations of Christine de Pizan's Epistre Othea. To advise readers,
these texts draw on the politicized genre of mirrors for princes. Whereas Latin mirrors such as the Secretum
secretorum and Giles of Rome's De regimine principum represented women as inferior, weak, and
detrimental to masculine authority, these vernacular texts break traditional expectations and portray women
as essential and authoritative political counsellors.

By considering Latin and French sources, historical models of queens' intercessions, and literary models of
authoritative female personifications, this study explores the woman counsellor as a literary topos that
enabled poets to criticize, advise, and influence powerful readers. Feminized Counsel elucidates the manner
in which vernacular poets concerned with issues of counsel, mercy, and power identified with fictional
women's struggles to develop authority in the political sphere. These women counsellors become enabling
models that paradoxically generate authority for poets who also lack access to traditionally recognized forms
of intellectual or literary authority.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Grant:

This Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio) are usually reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Feminized Counsel and the Literature of
Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England,
1380-1500 (Disputatio) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Lonnie Hammer:

The particular book Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio) has
a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Michael Garcia:

The book untitled Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.

Emma Anderson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in
England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be



one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have Feminized Counsel and the Literature of Advice in England, 1380-1500 (Disputatio).
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