
Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern
China (Harvard Contemporary China Series)

From Brand: Harvard University Press

Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard
Contemporary China Series) From Brand: Harvard University Press

This collection of essays addresses the meaning and practice of political
citizenship in China over the past century, raising the question of whether reform
initiatives in citizenship imply movement toward increased democratization.

After slow but steady moves toward a new conception of citizenship before 1949,
there was a nearly complete reversal during the Mao regime, with a gradual
reemergence beginning in the Deng era of concerns with the political rights as
well as the duties of citizens. The distinguished contributors to this volume
address how citizenship has been understood in China from the late imperial era
to the present day, the processes by which citizenship has been fostered or
undermined, the influence of the government, the different development of
citizenship in mainland China and Taiwan, and the prospects of strengthening
citizens' rights in contemporary China.

Valuable for its century-long perspective and for placing the historical patterns of
Chinese citizenship within the context of European and American experiences,
Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China investigates a critical issue
for contemporary Chinese society.
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This collection of essays addresses the meaning and practice of political citizenship in China over the past
century, raising the question of whether reform initiatives in citizenship imply movement toward increased
democratization.

After slow but steady moves toward a new conception of citizenship before 1949, there was a nearly
complete reversal during the Mao regime, with a gradual reemergence beginning in the Deng era of concerns
with the political rights as well as the duties of citizens. The distinguished contributors to this volume
address how citizenship has been understood in China from the late imperial era to the present day, the
processes by which citizenship has been fostered or undermined, the influence of the government, the
different development of citizenship in mainland China and Taiwan, and the prospects of strengthening
citizens' rights in contemporary China.

Valuable for its century-long perspective and for placing the historical patterns of Chinese citizenship within
the context of European and American experiences, Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China
investigates a critical issue for contemporary Chinese society.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Edited by two eminent scholars of Chinese history and politics who reside at the John King Fairbank Center
for Chinese Studies at Harvard University, this collection of essays by scholars in the field reveals the
complexity of the nature and development of citizenship in China, from the republican and imperial China of
the past to the Communist People's Republic of China (PRC) of the present. Frequently utilizing T.H.
Marshall's landmark analysis of the British experience with citizenship and comparing it with the Chinese
experience, the contributors promote the theme that the Chinese social structure supports citizenship in terms
of collective responsibility and community membership and does not support freedom of individual
expression. The most interesting essays address citizenship as it relates to women, ethnic minorities, business
entrepreneurs, laborers, peasants, "renegade" Taiwan, and the PRC's existing legal system, constitution, and
legislative body (the National People's Congress). The groundwork for this book was laid by Carol Lee
Hamrin and Timothy Cheek's China's Establishment Intellectuals (1986), with which many of the
contributors are obviously familiar. It is intended for a scholarly audience. But it would also be most useful
in public libraries whose patrons include members of civic-minded groups such as the League of Women
Voters and politically aware individuals who, in political scientist Robert Putnam's terms, "bowl alone."
Peggy Spitzer Christoff, Library of Congress
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Merle Goldman is Professor of History, Emerita, at Boston University and Associate of the Fairbank Center
for Chinese Studies at Harvard University.

Elizabeth J. Perry is Henry Rosovsky Professor of Government at Harvard University and Director of the
Harvard-Yenching Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Foxworth:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard
Contemporary China Series). Try to the actual book Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China
(Harvard Contemporary China Series) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Charles Wright:

The reserve with title Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard Contemporary China



Series) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

James Labrecque:

This Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard Contemporary China Series) is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest
in reading this Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China (Harvard Contemporary China Series)
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Changing Meanings of Citizenship in
Modern China (Harvard Contemporary China Series) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge.
In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Changing Meanings of Citizenship in Modern China
(Harvard Contemporary China Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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