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As a scholar of medieval languages and literature, J.R.R. Tolkien brought to his
fiction an intense interest in myth and legend. When he died in 1973, he left
behind a vast body of unpublished material related to his fictive mythology. Now
edited and published as The History of Middle-earth by his son and literary
executor, Christopher Tolkien, these 12 volumes provide a record of the growth
of J.R.R. Tolkien's mythology from its beginnings in 1917 to the time of his
death more than 50 years later. The material in these volumes offers an
unparalleled insight into Tolkien's process of myth-making and is a guide to the
world of his literary works. This book is the first comprehensive critical
examination of Christopher Tolkien's compilation of his father's Middle-earth
legends.

An opening essay by Rayner Unwin, Tolkien's publisher for many years, surveys
the publication history of the collection. The essays that follow, each written by
an expert contributor, explore a wide range of topics related to The History of
Middle-earth. Included are discussions of Tolkien's languages, the evolution of
his vision over time, the shifting importance of central characters, and the effect
of his mythology on The Lord of the Rings. By exploring this mythological
compendium, the volume sheds further light on the entire body of J.R.R.
Tolkien's works and is a valuable resource for all readers interested in his
writings.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[t]he first sustained to demonstrate the importance of the HOME series for the study of Tolkien's
work....[p]rovides a varied though traditional selection of potential approaches to the newly available
material of the HOME series. As such, it is a good start and establishes a bridgehead on the new continent
that has appeared out of the Tolkien-archives. It also makes clear that much work remains to be done-be this
in the area of traditional scholary research, or in the implementation of more recent critical approaches, such
as the 'death of the author' or the 'unstable text'....[a] step into the right direction and it is to be hoped that the
dialogue wil continue."-Fleisch La chair Flesh

"These essays are rich in complexity and detail and are recommended for college-level students of Tolkien's
writings....An excellent set of technical discussions on the inviting world of Tolkien."-Reviewer's Bookwatch

"[T]hese analyses are refreshingly free of turgid prose or theoretical bias. The author's obvious appreciation
for their subjects of study does not preclude either ritical acuity or scholarly rigor....[T]his is a well-produced
book on acid-free paper--both its physical package and its intellectual content are designed to last."-The
Monthly Bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society

"ÝT¨hese analyses are refreshingly free of turgid prose or theoretical bias. The author's obvious appreciation
for their subjects of study does not preclude either ritical acuity or scholarly rigor....ÝT¨his is a well-
produced book on acid-free paper--both its physical package and its intellectual content are designed to
last."-The Monthly Bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society

"Ýt¨he first sustained to demonstrate the importance of the HOME series for the study of Tolkien's
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material of the HOME series. As such, it is a good start and establishes a bridgehead on the new continent
that has appeared out of the Tolkien-archives. It also makes clear that much work remains to be done-be this
in the area of traditional scholary research, or in the implementation of more recent critical approaches, such
as the 'death of the author' or the 'unstable text'....Ýa¨ step into the right direction and it is to be hoped that
the dialogue wil continue."-Fleisch La chair Flesh

?This excellent study is aimed at the middle level of Tolkien scholarship....[A]nd should make an excellent
addition to the college library.?-Beyond Bree

?These essays are rich in complexity and detail and are recommended for college-level students of Tolkien's
writings....An excellent set of technical discussions on the inviting world of Tolkien.?-Reviewer's
Bookwatch

?[T]hese analyses are refreshingly free of turgid prose or theoretical bias. The author's obvious appreciation
for their subjects of study does not preclude either ritical acuity or scholarly rigor....[T]his is a well-produced
book on acid-free paper--both its physical package and its intellectual content are designed to last.?-The
Monthly Bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society
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material of the HOME series. As such, it is a good start and establishes a bridgehead on the new continent
that has appeared out of the Tolkien-archives. It also makes clear that much work remains to be done-be this
in the area of traditional scholary research, or in the implementation of more recent critical approaches, such
as the 'death of the author' or the 'unstable text'....[a] step into the right direction and it is to be hoped that the
dialogue wil continue.?-Fleisch La chair Flesh

"This excellent study is aimed at the middle level of Tolkien scholarship....[A]nd should make an excellent
addition to the college library."-Beyond Bree
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Tolkien's Legendarium: Essays
on The History of Middle-earth (Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy), you could enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Lynn Jones:

This Tolkien's Legendarium: Essays on The History of Middle-earth (Contributions to the Study of Science
Fiction & Fantasy) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Tolkien's Legendarium: Essays on The History of
Middle-earth (Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy) can be the light food for you because
the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.



Marcus Huskins:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list will be Tolkien's Legendarium: Essays on The History of Middle-earth
(Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.

Pamela Stanley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Tolkien's Legendarium: Essays on The History
of Middle-earth (Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy) was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Tolkien's Legendarium: Essays on The History of Middle-
earth (Contributions to the Study of Science Fiction & Fantasy) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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