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What is the purpose of social science?
How can social science make itself relevant to the intractable problems
facing humanity in the twenty-first century?

The social sciences are under threat from two main sources. One is external,
reflected in a global university crisis that imposes the marketization of higher
education on the ancient practice of scholarship. The other, internal threat is
social science's withdrawal from publicly–engaged teaching and research into the
protective bunker of disciplinarity.

In articulating a vision for the public role of social science in the twenty-first
century, John Brewer argues that these threats also constitute an opportunity for a
new public social science to emerge, confident in its public value and fully
engaged with the future of humanity in its teaching, research and civic
responsibilities, while also remaining committed to science.

The argument is presented in the form of an interpretive essay: thought-
provoking, forward-looking, and challenging to intellectual orthodoxy. It should
be read and debated by all researchers and teachers in the social science
disciplines who are concerned by the future of higher education and the relevance
of their subjects to the future of humankind.
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What is the purpose of social science?
How can social science make itself relevant to the intractable problems facing humanity in the twenty-
first century?

The social sciences are under threat from two main sources. One is external, reflected in a global university
crisis that imposes the marketization of higher education on the ancient practice of scholarship. The other,
internal threat is social science's withdrawal from publicly–engaged teaching and research into the protective
bunker of disciplinarity.

In articulating a vision for the public role of social science in the twenty-first century, John Brewer argues
that these threats also constitute an opportunity for a new public social science to emerge, confident in its
public value and fully engaged with the future of humanity in its teaching, research and civic responsibilities,
while also remaining committed to science.

The argument is presented in the form of an interpretive essay: thought-provoking, forward-looking, and
challenging to intellectual orthodoxy. It should be read and debated by all researchers and teachers in the
social science disciplines who are concerned by the future of higher education and the relevance of their
subjects to the future of humankind.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a genuinely useful tool for researchers setting out on their first impact journey (Jacqueline Aldridge,
University of Kent, UK European Political Science 2014-10-31)

Anyone interested in defending the role of the social sciences should read this book. It is the most
sophisticated analysis of their role in contemporary Britain. (Sir Steve Smith, Vice-Chancellor, University of
Exeter, UK)

Challenging, important, timely, and critical, The Public Value of the Social Sciences is a must read for
anyone concerned with the future of humanity (Michael Burawoy, University of California, Berkeley, USA)

An excellent book that I found both important and engaging. (John Scott, Plymouth University, UK)

John Brewer asks the right questions: What is the public value of social science and when does it have the
most public value. His approach is neither defensive nor celebratory, nor is this yet another complaint about
underfunding. Brewer is appropriately critical and also clear that social science can achieve its full potential
only if it changes. His perspective is thoughtful, historically informed, and attentive to the specificities of
Britain. Not all will agree, but all should think about the questions. (Craig Calhoun, Director, London School
of Economics, UK)

About the Author

John D. Brewer is Professor of Post Conflict Studies in the Institute for the Study of Conflict
Transformation and Social Justice at Queen's University, Belfast. He was previously Sixth-Century Professor
of Sociology at Aberdeen University. He has held visiting appointments at Yale University, St John's
College, Oxford, Corpus Christi College Cambridge and the Research School of Social Sciences at the
Australian National University. He was, until 2012, President of the British Sociological Association and a
member of the Governing Council of the Irish Research Council for Humanities and Social Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beth Stewart:

The book The Public Value of the Social Sciences: An Interpretive Essay gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
The Public Value of the Social Sciences: An Interpretive Essay being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Public Value of the Social Sciences:
An Interpretive Essay. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?



Robert Franco:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Public Value of the Social Sciences: An Interpretive Essay book
is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with The Public Value of the Social Sciences: An Interpretive Essay content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but
it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Public Value of the Social Sciences: An Interpretive
Essay is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Fred Nelson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Public Value of the Social Sciences: An Interpretive Essay, it is possible to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a reserve.

Belinda Fergerson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Public Value of the Social Sciences: An Interpretive Essay offer you a new experience
in examining a book.
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