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Pakistan was born as the creation of elite Urdu-speaking Muslims who sought to
govern a state that would maintain their dominance. After rallying non-Urdu
speaking leaders around him, Jinnah imposed a unitary definition of the new
nation state that obliterated linguistic diversity. This centralisation - 'justified' by
the Indian threat - fostered centrifugal forces that resulted in Bengali
secessionism in 1971 and Baloch, aswell as Mohajir, separatisms today.

Concentration of power in the hands of the establishment remained the norm, and
while authoritarianism peaked under military rule, democracy failed to usher in
reform, and the rule of law remained fragile at best under Zulfikar Bhutto and
later Nawaz Sharif. While Jinnah and Ayub Khan regarded religion as a cultural
marker, since their time the Islamists have gradually prevailed. They benefited
from the support of General Zia, while others, including sectarian groups, cashed
in on their struggle against the establishment to woo the disenfranchised.

Today, Pakistan faces existential challenges ranging from ethnic strife to
Islamism, two sources of instability which hark back to elite domination. But the
resilience of the country and its people, the resolve of the judiciary and hints of
reform in the army may open a new and more stable chapter in its history.
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Pakistan was born as the creation of elite Urdu-speaking Muslims who sought to govern a state that would
maintain their dominance. After rallying non-Urdu speaking leaders around him, Jinnah imposed a unitary
definition of the new nation state that obliterated linguistic diversity. This centralisation - ‘justified' by the

Indian threat - fostered centrifugal forces that resulted in Bengali secessionism in 1971 and Baloch, as well
as Mohgjir, separatisms today.

Concentration of power in the hands of the establishment remained the norm, and while authoritarianism
peaked under military rule, democracy failed to usher in reform, and the rule of law remained fragile at best
under Zulfikar Bhutto and later Nawaz Sharif. While Jinnah and Ayub Khan regarded religion as a cultural
marker, since their time the Islamists have gradually prevailed. They benefited from the support of General
Zia, while others, including sectarian groups, cashed in on their struggle against the establishment to woo the
disenfranchised.

Today, Pakistan faces existential challenges ranging from ethnic strife to Islamism, two sources of instability
which hark back to elite domination. But the resilience of the country and its people, the resolve of the
judiciary and hints of reform in the army may open a new and more stable chapter in its history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christophe Jaffrelot is Research Director at CNRS and teaches South Asian Politics and History at Sciences
Po (Paris). From 2000-8, he was Director of CERI at Sciences Po. Arguably one of the world's most
respected writers on Indian society and politics, his publications include India's Silent Revolution: The Rise
of the Lower Castesin North India; Religion, Caste and Politicsin India; and Muslimsin Indian Cities, all of
which are published by Hurst.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Turner:

This The Pakistan Paradox: Instability and Resilience (The Ceri Seriesin Comparative Palitics and
International Studies) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book isinformation inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This kind of The Pakistan Paradox:
Instability and Resilience (The Ceri Seriesin Comparative Politics and International Studies) without we
comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The Pakistan Paradox: Instability and Resilience (The Ceri Seriesin Comparative Politics and
International Studies) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Pakistan Paradox: Instability
and Resilience (The Ceri Seriesin Comparative Politics and International Studies) having fine arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Patricia Beall:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely The Pakistan Paradox: Instability and Resilience (The Ceri Seriesin Comparative Politics
and International Studies).

Loretta Jones:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you



have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Pakistan Paradox: Instability and Resilience (The Ceri Seriesin Comparative Politics and International
Studies) provide you with anew experience in reading through a book.

Kathy Davis:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Pakistan Paradox: Instability and Resilience (The Ceri Seriesin
Comparative Politics and International Studies) can make you sense more interested to read.
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