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Newbery medalist Karen Hesse tells a harrowing, true story about life in the
Warsaw Ghetto during WWII.

When Karen Hesse came upon a short article about cats out-foxing the Gestapo
at the train station in Warsaw during WWI1, she couldn't get the story out of her
mind. Theresult isthis stirring account of a Jewish girl's involvement in the
Resistance. At once terrifying and soulful, this fictional account, borne of
meticulous research, is a testament to history and to our passionate will to
survive, as only Newbery Medalist Karen Hesse can writeiit.
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Newbery medalist Karen Hesse tells a harrowing, true story about life in the Warsaw Ghetto during WWII.

When Karen Hesse came upon a short article about cats out-foxing the Gestapo at the train station in Warsaw
during WWII, she couldn't get the story out of her mind. The result is this stirring account of a Jewish girl's
involvement in the Resistance. At once terrifying and soulful, thisfictional account, borne of meticulous
research, is atestament to history and to our passionate will to survive, as only Newbery Medalist Karen
Hesse can writeiit.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 3-5-Set in Warsaw in 1942, this picture book bringsto life alittle-known incident of Jewish
resistance. A young girl who has escaped the Ghetto lives with her older sister who, with friends, plansto
smuggle food to those till there. Somehow the Gestapo has heard of the plan and has designs of its
own—dogs to sniff out the bundles of food arriving with the resisters on atrain. With quick thinking, the
friends gather al of the cats living in Krasinski Square into baskets and head for the station. Just asthe train
pullsin, the felines are let loose, the dogs chase the cats, chaos erupts, and eventually the contraband is
passed through the chinks in the Ghetto wall. lllustrated by Watson in an arresting departure from her usual
style in muted tans, browns, and oranges, the cats, the people, the buildings of Warsaw, and even the snarling
dogs are bathed in awarm yellow light—a kind of innocent luminescence of hope that belies the evil that is
being done. The play of light and the naturalness of the cats' poses are amost a comfort in a story that adults
sense as keenly distressing, and that beckons for adult interpretation or guidance. What is clear isthe
immediate poignancy of these cats and the author's evocative language in describing them: "They belonged
once to someone. They slept on sofa cushions... they purred... nuzzling the chins of their beloveds." They
could be the Polish Jewry of the Warsaw Ghetto.—Harriett Fargnoli, Great Neck Library, NY

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Gr. 2-5. In luminous free verse, Hesse's latest picture book tells a powerful story of a
young Jewish girl who, together with her older sister, ingeniously fights the Nazi occupation of Warsaw.
After escaping from the Jewish ghetto, the girl avoids detection: "I wear my Polish look, / | walk my Polish
walk. / Polish words float from my lips/ and | am almost safe, / almost invisible." She finds joy in playing
with the city's abandoned cats, who show her holesin the ghetto wall, which the girl's older sister and their
resistance friends will use to pass supplies shipped by train to Warsaw. The Gestapo learns of the scheme,
and soldiers wait at the train station with dogs. Luckily, the cats inspire a solution; they distract the dogs and
protect the supplies. It's an empowering story about the bravery and impact of young people, and Hesse's
clear, spare poetry, from the girl's viewpoint, refers to the hardships suffered without didacticism. In bold,
black lines and washes of smoky gray and ochre, Watson's arresting images echo the pared-down language
as well asthe hope that shines like the glints of sunlight on Krasinski Square. An author's note references the
true events and heartbreaking history that inspired this stirring, expertly crafted story. Gillian Engberg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Kirkus

Review Date: AUGUST 01, 2004

STARRED

A young Jewish girl and her sister, "passing" as Polish in WWII Warsaw, plot to sneak food, brought by
collaborating train passengers, into the ghetto. Their scheme is jeopardized when the Gestapo meets the train
with dogs that sniff out both smugglers and contraband food. To foil the Nazis, the sisters gather up the feral
cats of Krasinski Square in baskets. They release the cats as a distraction to the dogs, thus allowing the food
to be smuggled into the ghetto. Skilled pacing renders the cat solution a satisfyingly subversive surprise
while Watson's illustration of the flummoxed Nazis underscores the ensuing chaos. The illustrations, with
their soft but firm line and monochromatic sepia-toned palette, have an appropriate retro look. Among the
great historical avalanche of Holocaust stories, Hesse has found alittle-known vignette that she treats with


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

her customary modest but elevating free-verse style, making a grave subject enormously accessible, gently
humorous, and affectingly triumphant. (author's note, historical note) (Picture book. 6-10)

School Library Journal

November 1, 2004

Gr 3-5-Set in Warsaw in 1942, this picture book bringsto life alittle-known incident of Jewish resistance. A
young girl who has escaped the Ghetto lives with her older sister who, with friends, plans to smuggle food to
those still there. Somehow the Gestapo has heard of the plan and has designs of its own-dogs to sniff out the
bundles of food arriving with the resisters on atrain. With quick thinking, the friends gather al of the cats
living in Krasinski Square into baskets and head for the station. Just as the train pullsin, the felines are let
loose, the dogs chase the cats, chaos erupts, and eventually the contraband is passed through the chinksin the
Ghetto wall. Illustrated by Watson in an arresting departure from her usual style in muted tans, browns, and
oranges, the cats, the people, the buildings of Warsaw, and even the snarling dogs are bathed in awarm
yellow light-akind of innocent luminescence of hope that belies the evil that is being done. The play of light
and the naturalness of the cats poses are almost a comfort in astory that adults sense as keenly distressing,
and that beckons for adult interpretation or guidance. What is clear is the immediate poignancy of these cats
and the author's evocative language in describing them: "They belonged once to someone. They slept on sofa
cushions- they purred- nuzzling the chins of their beloveds." They could be the Polish Jewry of the Warsaw
Ghetto.-Harriett Fargnoli, Great Neck Library, NY Copyright 2004 Reed Business Information.

Booklist

STARRED October 15, 2004

Gr. 2-5. In luminous free verse, Hesse's latest picture book tells a powerful story of ayoung Jewish girl who,
together with her older sister, ingeniously fights the Nazi occupation of Warsaw. After escaping from the
Jewish ghetto, the girl avoids detection: | wear my Polish look, / | walk my Polish walk. / Polish words float
from my lips/ and | am almost safe, / amost invisible. She finds joy in playing with the city's abandoned
cats, who show her holes in the ghetto wall, which the girl's older sister and their resistance friends will use
to pass supplies shipped by train to Warsaw. The Gestapo learns of the scheme, and soldiers wait at the train
station with dogs. Luckily, the cats inspire a solution; they distract the dogs and protect the supplies. It's an
empowering story about the bravery and impact of young people, and Hesse's clear, spare poetry, from the
girl's viewpoint, refers to the hardships suffered without didacticism. In bold, black lines and washes of
smoky gray and ochre, Watson's arresting images echo the pared-down language as well as the hope that
shines like the glints of sunlight on Krasinski Square. An author's note references the true event

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kristy Taylor:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardin
deinfancia until university need this The Catsin Krasinski Square to read.



Sandra McNulty:

The event that you get from The Cats in Krasinski Square could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Catsin Krasinski Square giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific The Catsin Krasinski Square instantly.

Kenneth Harrell:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
guicker to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirementsis The Catsin Krasinski Square this reserve consist alot of the
information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology stylesthat writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable al of you.

Nikki Kirkland:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they get
ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Catsin Krasinski Square to make your current
reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at
especially. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the
reserve The Cats in Krasinski Square can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of that time.
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