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Narrative medicine has emerged in response to a commodified health care system
that places corporate and bureaucratic concerns over the needs of the patient.
Generated from a confluence of sources including humanities and medicine,
primary care medicine, narratology, and the study of doctor-patient relationships,
narrative medicine is medicine practiced with the competence to recognize,
absorb, interpret, and be moved by the stories of illness. By placing events in
temporal order, with beginnings, middles, and ends, and by establishing
connections among things using metaphor and figural language, narrative
medicine helps doctors to recognize patients and diseases, convey knowledge,
accompany patients through the ordeals of illness--and according to Rita Charon,
can ultimately lead to more humane, ethical, and effective health care.
Trained in medicine and in literary studies, Rita Charon is a pioneer of and
authority on the emerging field of narrative medicine. In this important and long-
awaited book she provides a comprehensive and systematic introduction to the
conceptual principles underlying narrative medicine, as well as a practical guide
for implementing narrative methods in health care. A true milestone in the field,
it will interest general readers, and experts in medicine and humanities, and
literary theory.
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Narrative medicine has emerged in response to a commodified health care system that places corporate and
bureaucratic concerns over the needs of the patient. Generated from a confluence of sources including
humanities and medicine, primary care medicine, narratology, and the study of doctor-patient relationships,
narrative medicine is medicine practiced with the competence to recognize, absorb, interpret, and be moved
by the stories of illness. By placing events in temporal order, with beginnings, middles, and ends, and by
establishing connections among things using metaphor and figural language, narrative medicine helps
doctors to recognize patients and diseases, convey knowledge, accompany patients through the ordeals of
illness--and according to Rita Charon, can ultimately lead to more humane, ethical, and effective health care.
Trained in medicine and in literary studies, Rita Charon is a pioneer of and authority on the emerging field of
narrative medicine. In this important and long-awaited book she provides a comprehensive and systematic
introduction to the conceptual principles underlying narrative medicine, as well as a practical guide for
implementing narrative methods in health care. A true milestone in the field, it will interest general readers,
and experts in medicine and humanities, and literary theory.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Narrative Medicine is practical enough to be benefiical to the clinician, yet sufficiently theoretical to serve
as a seminal text in the field. Even master clinicians can gain from the knowledge and skills presented here.
Charon has written an inspired and inspiring book; and, in her stories of patients and studetns, she is a role
model for us all."--Perspectives

"This is a great book...Well done."--Doody's, a 5 star review

"Rita Charon addresses such issues in her most-welcome book, Narrative Medicine: Honoring Medicine:
Honoring the Stories of Illness, a "primer," as she calls it, for the emergent field of "narrative medicine" that
she has helped define. The book combines theory-drawn from literary studies, philosophy, anthropology,
psychotherapy- and rich narratives from her own patients' and students' lives. It is a compelling mix, backed
by the unusual authority of a physician who is also a literary scholar."--Perspectives

"A compelling mix, backed by the unusual authority of a physician who is also a literary scholar."--Lancet

About the Author
Rita Charon is at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lila Dixon:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories of Illness has
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories of Illness is not only giving
you far more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Narrative Medicine: Honoring
the Stories of Illness. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.



Sandra Gregory:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories of Illness your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get before. The Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories of Illness giving you another experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Vanessa Gibson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories
of Illness guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Narrative Medicine: Honoring the
Stories of Illness as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Charlie Seymour:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories of Illness will give you a new experience in reading a
book.
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