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Both Hollywood and corporate America are taking note of the marketing power
of the growing Latino population in the United States. And as salsa takes over
both the dance floor and the condiment shelf, the influence of Latin culture is
gaining momentum in American society as a whole. Yet the increasing visibility
of Latinos in mainstream culture has not been accompanied by a similar level of
economic parity or political enfranchisement. In this important, original, and
entertaining book, Arlene Dávila provides a critical examination of the Hispanic
marketing industry and of its role in the making and marketing of U.S. Latinos.

Dávila finds that Latinos' increased popularity in the marketplace is
simultaneously accompanied by their growing exotification and invisibility. She
scrutinizes the complex interests that are involved in the public representation of
Latinos as a generic and culturally distinct people and questions the homogeneity
of the different Latino subnationalities that supposedly comprise the same people
and group of consumers. In a fascinating discussion of how populations have
become reconfigured as market segments, she shows that the market and
marketing discourse become important terrains where Latinos debate their social
identities and public standing.
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Both Hollywood and corporate America are taking note of the marketing power of the growing Latino
population in the United States. And as salsa takes over both the dance floor and the condiment shelf, the
influence of Latin culture is gaining momentum in American society as a whole. Yet the increasing visibility
of Latinos in mainstream culture has not been accompanied by a similar level of economic parity or political
enfranchisement. In this important, original, and entertaining book, Arlene Dávila provides a critical
examination of the Hispanic marketing industry and of its role in the making and marketing of U.S. Latinos.

Dávila finds that Latinos' increased popularity in the marketplace is simultaneously accompanied by their
growing exotification and invisibility. She scrutinizes the complex interests that are involved in the public
representation of Latinos as a generic and culturally distinct people and questions the homogeneity of the
different Latino subnationalities that supposedly comprise the same people and group of consumers. In a
fascinating discussion of how populations have become reconfigured as market segments, she shows that the
market and marketing discourse become important terrains where Latinos debate their social identities and
public standing.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This study remains a useful source of information for scholars and students of Latino Studies, Cultural
Studies and Communication Studies."
(RoseAnna Mueller Letras femeninas 2015-11-01)

From the Inside Flap

"Davila has entered the back rooms of a new and important sector of the advertising industry, shedding light
on the people and businesses that are working to exploit the marketing hot buttons of Hispanic USA. Latinos,
Inc. could become a scholarly milestone, a vivid portrayal of the strange marriage between cultural
anthropology and merchandising strategies that forms an elemental ingredient of U.S. consumer
society."—Stuart Ewen, author of PR! A Social History of Spin

"A work derived from prodigious fieldwork that sets a standard for the ethnography of cultural institutions in
their varied corporate forms and market participations. Latinos Inc. provides a rich, fascinating, and fresh
empirical venue for theories of identity and ethnicity in the U.S."—George Marcus, author of Ethnography
Through Thick &Thin

"An insightful and compelling account of Hispanic marketing and television as it becomes a significant force
in U.S. corporate media. In its rigorous attention to the culture of marketing, Latinos, Inc. fills a significant
void within the literature on mass communications, marketing, and television studies."—Chon A. Noriega,
author of Shot in America: Television, the State, and the Rise of Chicano Cinema

"Davila is the first to show us the world of Latin media through the eyes of advertising and programming
professionals; the first to comprehend how Spanish language network television has reconfigured Latino
identity; and the first to fully delineate the plurality and heterogeneity of Latino audiences. She enables us to
understand the formative role played by advertising and commercial culture in shaping the contours of
contemporary Latino/a identities. Latinos, Inc. sets a new standard for scholarship in ethnic studies and
cultural studies."—George Lipsitz, author of The Possessive Investment in Whiteness : How White People
Profit from Identity Politics

About the Author

Arlene Dávila is Assistant Professor of American Studies and Anthropology at New York University.She is
the author of Sponsored Identities: Cultural Politics in Puerto Rico(1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us



to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Latinos, Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People.

Nathan Barnes:

The book Latinos, Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Latinos, Inc.: The
Marketing and Making of a People to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like wide open and read a publication Latinos, Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Stanley Rivas:

This Latinos, Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Latinos, Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People can be
one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this Latinos, Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Darlene Gutierrez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Latinos, Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People provide you with new
experience in examining a book.
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