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In this fascinating survey of everything from how sounds become speech to how
names work, David Crystal answers every question you might ever have had
about the nuts and bolts of language in his usual highly illuminating way. Along
the way we find out about eyebrow flashes, whistling languages, how parents
teach their children to speak, how politeness travels across languages and how
the way we talk show not just how old we are but where we're from and even
who we want to be.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. A world authority on language, Crystal (The Stories of English) offers an impeccably
organized guide to language and communication that brings clarity to a scholarly subject, and is sure to
become a standard reference. Written in an unadorned style, Crystal's chapters are purposeful lessons ("How
we use tone of voice"; "How children learn to mean"; "How we choose what to say") that demonstrate his
pedagogical genius for rendering complex matters simple. Crystal's tome imparts a vast amount of
knowledge concerning intricate and interrel ated aspects of speech, the written word, lexicography, grammar
and neurological aspects of communication; it encompasses issues of identity, ethnicity and the preservation
of disappearing languages, the structural organization of the world's different language families,
multilingualism, and the pragmatic uses of artificial and natural languages. A feat of academic distillation,
Crystal's book abounds in wisdom and dry wit. (Nov.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Longtime language writer and linguistics professor Crystal (The Stories of English, 2004) offers awell-
organized, thoroughly comprehensive guide to language and communication in 73 short chapters. The
passionate word enthusiast addresses every aspect of language, including how we learn to speak, read, and
write; the physiology behind the formation of speech sounds; how we choose what to say; how gestures and
tone of voice impact communication; how the brain handles language; and how language tells us where we
are from. After beginning with spoken and written language, Crystal moves on to sign language, language
structure, discourse, dialects, language families, and multilingualism. The book also includes diagrams of the
human tongue, ear, and brain; a chart of Egyptian hieroglyphs over time; and illustrations of finger spelling.
Although its size and subject matter may suggest otherwise, this volume is aimed at and written for general
readers, and Crystal makes for an especially genial guide. Whether expressing his fair-minded assessment of
the prescriptive-descriptive debate or knowledgably discussing the connection between dial ects and social
status, he proves to be both accessible and informative. Joanne Wilkinson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
A virtua encyclopedia of language...packed with information, memorable anecdotes and surprising statistics,
all presented with assurance and enthusiasm. -- Kirkus Reviews, July 2006

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ira Knudsen:

The e-book untitled How Language Works. How Babies Babble Words Change Meaning And Languages
Live Or Dieisthe reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The copy writer was did alot of research when write the book, and so the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of How Language
Works:. How Babies Babble Words Change Meaning And Languages Live Or Die from the publisher to


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

make you far more enjoy freetime.

Vanessa M cGinty:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled How
Language Works. How Babies Babble Words Change Meaning And Languages Live Or Die your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The How Language Works: How Babies Babble
Words Change Meaning And Languages Live Or Die giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Janette Collins:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you read a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has alot of
information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The How
Language Works: How Babies Babble Words Change Meaning And Languages Live Or Die provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Frederick Cagle:

This How Language Works: How Babies Babble Words Change Meaning And Languages Live Or Dieis
fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this How Language Works: How Babies Babble Words Change Meaning And
Languages Live Or Die can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to
get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book isthe
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especialy thisone. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.
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