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A new take on Cinderella, told from the perspective of the fairy godmother
living in modern-day Manhattan

Lil is an old woman who spends her days shelving rare books in a tiny Manhattan
bookstore and lonely nights at home in her apartment. But Lil has an intriguing
secret. Tucked and bound behind her back are white feathery wings--the only key
to who she once was: the fairy godmother responsible for getting Cinderella to
the ball to unite with her Prince Charming.

But on that fateful night, something went terribly and beautifully wrong. Lil
allowed herself the unthinkable: to feel the emotions of human beings and fall in
love with the prince herself, going to the ball in place of Cinderella in her
exquisitely gorgeous human guise. For her unforgivable mistake, she was
banished to live among humans, far from her fairy sisters and their magical
underwater world. But then one day she meets Veronica--a young, fair-skinned,
flame-haired East Village beauty with a love of all things vintage and a penchant
for falling in love with the wrong men--and suddenly it becomes clear to Lil that
she’s been given a chance at redemption. If she can find a soul mate for
Veronica, she may be able to right her wrong and return to the fairy world she so
deeply longs for.
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A new take on Cinderella, told from the perspective of the fairy godmother living in modern-day
Manhattan

Lil is an old woman who spends her days shelving rare books in a tiny Manhattan bookstore and lonely
nights at home in her apartment. But Lil has an intriguing secret. Tucked and bound behind her back are
white feathery wings--the only key to who she once was: the fairy godmother responsible for getting
Cinderella to the ball to unite with her Prince Charming.

But on that fateful night, something went terribly and beautifully wrong. Lil allowed herself the unthinkable:
to feel the emotions of human beings and fall in love with the prince herself, going to the ball in place of
Cinderella in her exquisitely gorgeous human guise. For her unforgivable mistake, she was banished to live
among humans, far from her fairy sisters and their magical underwater world. But then one day she meets
Veronica--a young, fair-skinned, flame-haired East Village beauty with a love of all things vintage and a
penchant for falling in love with the wrong men--and suddenly it becomes clear to Lil that she’s been given a
chance at redemption. If she can find a soul mate for Veronica, she may be able to right her wrong and return
to the fairy world she so deeply longs for.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This retelling of Cinderella follows the oft ignored character of the fairy godmother, who may or may not be
a mentally ill New Yorker. Lil, as this godmother is known, is now living in New York City, broke and
employed at a bookstore, years after being exiled from the kingdom of fairies for betraying her charge.
Condemned to live as an old woman, her wings bound to her back as penance, Lil is overcome by longing
for what she has lost, slipping in her recollections of her idyllic past into the harsh present. When she meets
Veronica, a young woman perpetually dogged with man problems, Lil sees an opportunity to redeem herself.
But as the narrative progresses, cracks in Lil's story (and psyche) emerge. Needless to say, readers expecting
magical carriages and glass slippers will be surprised by the novel's morose tone, and though the surprise
conclusion doesn't quite work, Turgeon's takes on nostalgia and regret are surprisingly clear-eyed given her
narrator's unbalance. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In a decidedly different take on Cinderella, Turgeon limns the travails of Lil, the fairy godmother chosen to
ensure that, because she is fated to marry the prince, Cinderella gets to the ball. Lil, however, lets herself feel
human emotions, falls in love with the prince, and goes to the ball in Cinderella’s place. The fairy elders
banish her to the human world, where she lives, wings furled and bound behind her back, as an old woman
working in a tiny Manhattan rare-book store. This take on the tale unfolds in alternating first-person
accounts, one of Lil in the past, the other of Lil in the present, yearning to rejoin her sister and friends in the
fairy world and finding a way to redeem herself when she meets Veronica, a vibrant young woman, and
realizes that by finding a soul mate for Veronica, she could make up for that night so long ago. Lil is
complex and appealing, and vivid imagery and lyrical writing give shape to a charmer with a very satisfying,
enigmatic ending. --Sally Estes

Review
“A terrific book, sweet, touching and great fun. I loved it.”
—Joanne Harris

“Godmother is earthy, lyrical, sensual and deeply, intelligently romantic. Carolyn Turgeon has a gift for
mingling the magical and the mundane. Her earthy, sensual and richly imagined take on the fair folk should
appeal to fans of Holly Black.”
—Alisa Kwitney/Sheckley, author of Flirting in Cars and The Better to Hold You

“Godmother is a transcendent little gem of a book.”
—Novelist Cherie Priest for Subterranean Magazine

"Turgeon's work is haunting and hypnotic, blending the line of reality and magic into a gorgeous flowing
narrative.  Set against a modern day backdrop, this tale reexamines an all-too familiar story and breathes new
life into it."
—Anton Strout, author of Dead to Me

“With a fairy's touch, Carolyn Turgeon expands the familiar Cinderella story into something deeper, richer
and darker than we've ever been allowed. A stunning reminder that enchantment -- both its pleasures and
dangers -- is as human as we are.”

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


—Daphne Gottlieb, author of Kissing Dead Girls

"Godmother is a true exploration of the dark vitality of city life and the hidden horrors of the fantastic."
—Nick Mamatas, author of Under My Roof

“Turgeon must have a magic wand for a pen–these haunting, dazzling pages turn themselves.”
—Jennifer Belle, author of High Maintenance and Little Stalker

From the Trade Paperback edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Godmother: The Secret Cinderella Story can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Godmother: The Secret
Cinderella Story although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
new stage of crucial thinking.

Saul Robinson:

Beside this kind of Godmother: The Secret Cinderella Story in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Godmother: The Secret Cinderella Story because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Jacob Gray:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Godmother: The Secret Cinderella Story can give you a lot of
pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer



you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Godmother: The Secret Cinderella Story.

Clarence Bowen:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Godmother: The Secret Cinderella Story was
bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Godmother: The Secret Cinderella
Story has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and
try to like reading which.
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