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Today, when it seems like everything has been privatized, when austerity is too
often seen as an economic or political problem that can be solved through better
policy, and when the idea of moral values has been commandeered by the right,
how can we re-imagine the forces used as weapons against community,
solidarity, ecology and life itself?

In this stirring call to arms, Max Haiven argues that capitalism has colonized how
we all imagine and express what is valuable. Looking at the decline of the public
sphere, the corporatization of education, the privatization of creativity, and the
power of finance capital in opposition to the power of the imagination and the
growth of contemporary social movements, Haiven provides a powerful
argument for creating an anti-capitalist commons. Not only is capitalism crisis
itself, but moving beyond it is the only key to survival.

Crucial reading for all those questioning the imposition of austerity and hoping
for a fairer future beyond it.
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Editorial Review

Review
The right has taken possession of the field of values with a politics that is inadequate to deal with the crises
therein, whereas the left has the concepts needed to deal with the crises but has all but abandoned the field.
This is a conundrum that must be explored and solved. Haiven is to be thanked for formulating this problem
so precisely. George Caffentzis, author of In Letters of Blood and Fire 'Fatalism and futility beware! We now
have a handbook for the invention of a new commons. In Crises of Imagination, Crises of Power, Max
Haiven explains how and why we need to struggle to take back creativity, imagination and our sense of
collective purpose from those forces that seek to use it to their own ends. With the help of this book, another
world really is possible.' Imre Szeman, Canada Research Chair in Cultural Studies, University of Alberta 'In
this inspired and engaged book, Max Haiven provides us with what he calls a series of exercises of the
imagination. Readers will emerge from these invigorating sessions, which rework the machineries of finance,
labor and activism, equipped with a contemporary radicalism to face the demands of a full immersion in the
possibilities and complexities of our moment.' Randy Martin, New York University 'Against the bankruptcy
of liberal politics, Max Haiven puts forward a renewed called for the elaboration of others values, lives, and
ways of being together. This is a radicalism based not upon pie-in-the-sky ideas, but on expanding the
commons of a social reproduction not premised on capital's measure but its own, extending and learning
from practices already in motion. Crises of Imagination, Crises of Power helps bring us closer to the utopia
that is within our grasp.' Stevphen Shukaitis, author of Imaginal Machines: Autonomy and Self-Organization
in the Revolutions of Everyday Life 'Haiven's provocative book does justice to a topic that has been too long
neglected. He not only explains the constraints that are everywhere placed on our political imagination, but
also makes a strong case for transcending them.' Andrew Ross, author of Creditocracy and the Case for Debt
Refusal '[Haiven's] consideration of the potential cracks in the status quo, and how these might provide
spaces for the collective work of imagining alternatives, demonstrates the ways in which global activist
networks have already started transforming our world'. TOPIA: Canadian Journal of Cultural Studies

About the Author

Max Haiven is a Post-Doctoral Fellow in the Department of Art and Public Policy at New York University
and teaches at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design in Halifax. His research focuses on the fate of the
imagination under contemporary forms of capitalism. His work on the imaginative dimensions of finance and
the broader social trend towards 'financialization' has appeared in leading journals including Social Text,
Cultural Studies, and Mediations. He is guest editor of a special issue of the journal TOPIA on 'The
Financialized Imagination and Beyond'. His work on the radical imagination and social movements has
appeared in journals including Cultural Critique, Cultural Studies, Critical Methodologies, and The Review
of Education, Pedagogy and Cultural Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a



book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Crises of Imagination, Crises of Power:
Capitalism, Creativity and the Commons book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

James Bergeron:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Crises of
Imagination, Crises of Power: Capitalism, Creativity and the Commons suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Crises of Imagination, Crises of Power:
Capitalism, Creativity and the Commonsis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever
know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Andre Rosier:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Crises of Imagination, Crises of
Power: Capitalism, Creativity and the Commons that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Crises of Imagination, Crises of
Power: Capitalism, Creativity and the Commons become your starter.

Kaci Carter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Crises of Imagination, Crises of Power:
Capitalism, Creativity and the Commons guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Crises of
Imagination, Crises of Power: Capitalism, Creativity and the Commons as good book not merely by the
cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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