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A magical fantasy that is fast-paced and easy-to-read. Charlie Bone has a special
gift- he can hear peoplein photographs talking.

The fabulous powers of the Red King were passed down through his
descendants, after turning up quite unexpectedly, in someone who had no idea
where they came from. Thisiswhat happened to Charlie Bone, and to some of
the children he met behind the grim, gray walls of Bloor's Academy.

Charlie Bone has discovered an unusual gift-he can hear people in photographs
talking! His scheming aunts decide to send him to Bloor Academy, a school for
genius's where he uses his gifts to discover the truth despite all the dangers that
lie ahead.
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A magical fantasy that is fast-paced and easy-to-read. Charlie Bone has a special gift- he can hear peoplein
photographs talking.

The fabulous powers of the Red King were passed down through his descendants, after turning up quite
unexpectedly, in someone who had no idea where they came from. Thisis what happened to Charlie Bone,
and to some of the children he met behind the grim, gray walls of Bloor's Academy.

Charlie Bone has discovered an unusual gift-he can hear people in photographs talking! His scheming aunts
decide to send him to Bloor Academy, a school for genius's where he uses his gifts to discover the truth
despite al the dangers that lie ahead.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 4-6-When he is 10 years old, Charlie discoversthat he is able to look at photographs and hear
conversations and even thoughts that were taking place at the time the photo was taken, alegacy of his
ancestor the Red King, whose descendants all have different magical abilities. Charlie hears one
conversation that sets him on asearch for agirl who has been missing for years, and when he begins
attending Bloor's Academy, an elite boarding school for the rich and the endowed (as the Red King's
descendants are called), hislife becomes full of intrigue and danger. Charlie, his friend Benjamin, and other
aliestry to unlock the secrets of a mysterious case that could get the girl back, while the sinister Bloors and
Charlie's ghastly relatives who are endowed try to thwart them. While the parallels with Harry Potter are
obvious, this fantasy has its own charms, chief among them being the endoweds' often-odd magical abilities.
The writing is deft, most of the characters are intriguing, and Charlie Bone is an appealing boy. The story is
marred by some predictability, and the role of the endowed in this otherwise contemporary, unmagical
society is not clear. Many aspects of the book are not fully thought out, making it less compelling than it
might be. However, thisisthe first of a projected series, so it will be interesting to see if some of these vague
points are resolved. A flawed but worthwhile offering for avid fantasy fans.

Eva Mitnick, Los Angeles Public Library

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 4-6. These days stories about schools for budding magicians are inevitably compared to the Harry Potter
books. Indeed, British author Nimmo's creation, Bloor's Academy "for gifted children," bears some
resemblance to Hogwart's School, but the story itself is quite different. Seemingly ordinary Charlie Bone
suddenly discovers that he can hear the thoughts of people in photographs, atalent that dour Grandma Bone
and her three baleful sisters work to bend to their own ends by sending him to Bloor's and to its sinister
headmaster. It's not an easy year for Charlie despite the friends he makes. Too many people haveit in for
him as he's swept into an age-old battle being waged by descendants of a powerful king of long ago. A
mysterious box, amissing girl, a strange man who flits in and out in the company of three brightly colored
cats, and various villains al figure into Charlie's exciting, fast-paced adventure tale, which happily is the first
book in planned quintet called Children of the Red King. Harry Potter's myriad fans will be well pleased.
Sally Estes

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

When heis 10 years old, Charlie discoversthat heis able to look at photographs and hear conversations and
even thoughts that were taking place at the time the photo was taken, alegacy of his ancestor the Red King,
whose descendants all have different magical abilities. Charlie hears one conversation that setshim on a
search for agirl who has been missing for years, and when he begins attending Bloor's Academy, an elite
boarding school for the rich and the endowed (as the Red King's descendants are called), his life becomes
full of intrigue and danger. Charlie, his friend Benjamin, and other aliestry to unlock the secrets of a
mysterious case that could get the girl back, while the sinister Bloors and Charli€'s ghastly relatives who are
endowed try to thwart them. While the parallels with Harry Potter are obvious, this fantasy hasits own
charms, chief among them being the endoweds' often-odd magical abilities. The writing is deft, most of the
characters areintriguing, and Charlie Boneis an appealing boy. The story is marred by some predictability,
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and the role of the endowed in this otherwise contemporary, unmagical society is not clear. Many aspects of
the book are not fully thought out, making it less compelling than it might be. However, thisisthe first of a
projected series, so it will be interesting to see if some of these vague points are resolved. A flawed but
worthwhile offering for avid fantasy fans.--School Library Journal, February 2003

These days stories about schools for budding magicians are inevitably compared to the Harry Potter books.
Indeed, British author Nimmao's creation, Bloor's Academy "for gifted children,” bears some resemblance to
Hogwart's Schooal, but the story itself is quite different. Seemingly ordinary Charlie Bone suddenly discovers
that he can hear the thoughts of people in photographs, atalent that dour Grandma Bone and her three baleful
sisterswork to bend to their own ends by sending him to Bloor's and to its sinister headmaster. It's not an
easy year for Charlie despite the friends he makes. Too many people haveit in for him as he's swept into an
age-old battle being waged by descendants of a powerful king of long ago. A mysterious box, amissing girl,
a strange man who flitsin and out in the company of three brightly colored cats, and various villains al
figure into Charlie's exciting, fast-paced adventure tale, which happily is the first book in planned quintet
called Children of the Red King. Harry Potter's myriad fans will be well pleased. --Booklist, January 15,
2003

Readers may come away from this hefty series opener, about a seemingly ordinary British lad who is sent to
aspecial boarding school after discovering that he has magical powers, with adistinct sense of dej vu. It
seems that England had a magical Red King seven centuries ago, who disappeared after his wife died and
five of histen children went bad. All ten children are till around in various guises, and, along with
occasional descendants, can wield parts of the Red King's magic-so once ten-year-old Charlie reveal s that he
can hear the people in photographs talking, the nasty camp swoops down to bustle him off to Bloor's
Academy. Within Bloor's gloomy stone walls he meets friends and enemies, some of whom are also
"Endowed," as he struggles to learn the school's routines, helps rescue a kidnapped schoolmate whose mind
has been clouded by the baddies, discoversthat his father may not be dead as he's been led to believe, and is
stalked by awerewolf. The climactic battle, however, occurs offstage, and though several characters turn out
not to be who or what they seem, the revelations are thoroughly telegraphed. The author |eaves afew threads
dangling, but underestimates her audience if she thinks she's left any major surprises for future episodes.
Charlie's adventure adds up to aformulaic, thinly disguised placeholder for the next Harry Potter; afar cry
fromN

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Janice Delar osa;

The ability that you get from Children of the Red King #1: Midnight for Charlie Bone will be the more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Children of the Red King #1: Midnight for Charlie Bone giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Thereforeiit is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Children of the Red King #1: Midnight
for Charlie Bone instantly.



Elijah McWhorter:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining abook especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Children of the
Red King #1. Midnight for Charlie Bone, it is possible to tells your family, friends and a so soon about yours
publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Juli Gadberry:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that islook different you
can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Children of the Red King #1: Midnight for Charlie Bone it is rather good to
read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book has high quality.

William Evans:

The reason? Because this Children of the Red King #1: Midnight for Charlie Bone is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the ideainside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot
of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | had been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.
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