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When Germany launched its blitzkrieg invasion of France in 1940, it forever
changed the way the world waged war. Although the Wehrmacht ultimately
succumbed to superior Allied firepower in a two-front war, its stunning
operational achievement left a lasting impression on military commanders
throughout the world, even if their own operations were rarely executed as
effectively.

Robert Citino analyzes military campaigns from the second half of the twentieth
century to further demonstrate the difficulty of achieving decisive results at the
operational level. Offering detailed operational analyses of actual campaigns,
Citino describes how UN forces in Korea enjoyed technological and air
superiority but found the enemy unbeatable; provides analyses of Israeli
operational victories in successive wars until the Arab states finally grasped the
realities of operational-level warfare in 1973; and tells how the Vietnam debacle
continued to shape U.S. doctrine in surprising ways. Looking beyond major-
power conflicts, he also reveals the lessons of India’s blitzkrieg-like drive into
Pakistan in 1971 and of the senseless bloodletting of the Iran-Iraq War.

Citino especially considers the evolution of U.S. doctrine and assesses the
success of Desert Storm in dismantling an entrenched defending force with
virtually no friendly casualties. He also provides one of the first scholarly
analyses of Operation Iraqi Freedom, showing that its plan was curiously
divorced from the realities of military history, grounded instead on nebulous
theories about expected enemy behavior. Throughout Citino points to the
importance of mobility—especially mobilized armor—in modern operational
warfare and assesses the respective roles of firepower, training, doctrine, and
command and control mechanisms.

Brimming with new insights, Citino’s study shows why technical superiority is
no guarantee of victory and why a thorough grounding in the history of past
campaigns is essential to anyone who wishes to understand modern warfare.
Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm provides that grounding as it addresses the future of
operational-level warfare in the post–9/11 era.
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When Germany launched its blitzkrieg invasion of France in 1940, it forever changed the way the world
waged war. Although the Wehrmacht ultimately succumbed to superior Allied firepower in a two-front war,
its stunning operational achievement left a lasting impression on military commanders throughout the world,
even if their own operations were rarely executed as effectively.

Robert Citino analyzes military campaigns from the second half of the twentieth century to further
demonstrate the difficulty of achieving decisive results at the operational level. Offering detailed operational
analyses of actual campaigns, Citino describes how UN forces in Korea enjoyed technological and air
superiority but found the enemy unbeatable; provides analyses of Israeli operational victories in successive
wars until the Arab states finally grasped the realities of operational-level warfare in 1973; and tells how the
Vietnam debacle continued to shape U.S. doctrine in surprising ways. Looking beyond major-power
conflicts, he also reveals the lessons of India’s blitzkrieg-like drive into Pakistan in 1971 and of the senseless
bloodletting of the Iran-Iraq War.

Citino especially considers the evolution of U.S. doctrine and assesses the success of Desert Storm in
dismantling an entrenched defending force with virtually no friendly casualties. He also provides one of the
first scholarly analyses of Operation Iraqi Freedom, showing that its plan was curiously divorced from the
realities of military history, grounded instead on nebulous theories about expected enemy behavior.
Throughout Citino points to the importance of mobility—especially mobilized armor—in modern
operational warfare and assesses the respective roles of firepower, training, doctrine, and command and
control mechanisms.

Brimming with new insights, Citino’s study shows why technical superiority is no guarantee of victory and
why a thorough grounding in the history of past campaigns is essential to anyone who wishes to understand
modern warfare. Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm provides that grounding as it addresses the future of operational-
level warfare in the post–9/11 era.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Vivid, incisive, laced with trenchant observations, Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm is a remarkable—even
brilliant—study of war at the operational level, emphasizing the importance of intangibles and the
elusiveness of decisive victory.”—Andrew J. Bacevich, author of American Empire “An important addition
to the current debate over what direction U.S. military doctrine should take, this book brings back into focus
the central role of operational-level warfare in military thought.”—James S. Corum, author of The Roots of
Blitzkrieg “A superb survey by a sophisticated military historian.”—Jonathan M. House, author of
Combined Arms Warfare in the Twentieth Century “Interesting, informative and insightful.”—Andrew F.
Krepinevich author of The Army and Vietnam

From the Inside Flap
"Vivid, incisive, laced with trenchant observations, Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm is a remarkable—even
brilliant—study of war at the operational level, emphasizing the importance of intangibles and the
elusiveness of decisive victory."--Andrew J. Bacevich, author of American Empire

"An important addition to the current debate over what direction U.S. military doctrine should take, this book
brings back into focus the central role of operational-level warfare in military thought."--James S. Corum,
author of The Roots of Blitzkrieg

"A superb survey by a sophisticated military historian."--Jonathan M. House, author of Combined Arms
Warfare in the Twentieth Century

"Interesting, informative and insightful."--Andrew F. Krepinevich, author of The Army and Vietnam

About the Author
Robert M. Citino is professor of history at Eastern Michigan University. His other books include Quest for
Decisive Victory; From Stalemate to Blitzkrieg in Europe, 1899-1940; The Path of Blitzkrieg; Doctrine and
Training in the German Army, 1920-1939; and Armored Forces; A History and Sourcebook.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Venegas:

This Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm: The Evolution of Operational Warfare book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read
a lot of information you will get. That Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm: The Evolution of Operational Warfare
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm: The Evolution of Operational Warfare can bring whenever you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop



even cell phone. This Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm: The Evolution of Operational Warfare having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Cecilia Moore:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm: The Evolution of Operational Warfare.

Nona Smith:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Blitzkrieg to Desert
Storm: The Evolution of Operational Warfare which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Jason Rickman:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm: The Evolution of Operational
Warfare was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm:
The Evolution of Operational Warfare has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading which.
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